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Short bio of your education and background, not to exceed 175 words (will be shared on the 
ISCA website with election materials) 
 
Erin Lane currently works as an Assistant Professor of School Counselor Education at Western 
Illinois University – Quad Cities. Within her current role, she feels fortunate to work with school 
counseling students and professionals in Iowa and Illinois. As a graduate from the University of 
Iowa School Counseling program (M.A.) and Counselor Education and Supervision program 
(Ph.D.), Erin has been invested in Iowa school counseling for almost two decades. She began 
her involvement with ISCA almost two decades ago as a School Counseling Master’s student at 
the University of Iowa with the SISCA organization. Erin proudly worked as a school counselor in 
the Southeast Polk school district before deciding to pursue her doctorate to help guide state 
and national school counseling policy and practice. During her doctoral program, she happily 
served on the ISCA Advocacy Committee. Within the last year, Dr. Lane stepped in to serve as 
the interim VP of Counselor Education on the ISCA Board. 
 
Candidate’s statement of vision of school counseling in Iowa and how you would like to 
contribute to ISCA through the position for which you are seeking election, not to exceed 300 
words (will be shared on the ISCA website with election materials) 
 
It is an honor to be considered for the ISCA Board Counselor Educator VP position. While I 
currently serve as the interim Counselor Educator VP on the ISCA Board, I began that position 
immediately before the school closures and chaos created by COVID-19 – and the roles of the 
school counselor were adapted to fit the needs of the time. Even as we hopefully transition out 
of crisis-mode in the coming year, I know that Iowa school counselors will need to continue to 
be on the front line when working with student’s trauma-informed mental health concerns, as 
well as advocating for equitable school and academic policies and practices. In the role of the 
ISCA Counselor Educator VP, I hope to expand upon some of the practices that the Board began 
this past year to facilitate regular conversation and provide check-ins for school counselors and 
students across the state. By collaborating with Counselor Educators and AEA specialists, one of 
my priorities will be to continue to provide opportunities for groups – by level, region, school 
size, etc. – to share frustrations, common concerns, and possible solutions. These check-ins will 
have added importance in the coming years as we work to find a new normal. Additionally, as 
Iowa School Counselors continue to adapt their roles in the coming years, I look forward to 
coordinating with other Counselor Educators, AEA specialists, and Iowa organizations (ex. ICAN, 
Iowa College Aid) to produce relevant, data-driven, professional development and resources. 
Finally, I plan to utilize my research and lobbying skills to assist ISCA with state advocacy efforts 
involving student mental health access and funding, local control considerations, equitable 
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education and opportunities, and better understanding and utilizing the role of the school 
counselor within Iowa schools. Thank you for considering me to be your next ISCA Counselor 
Educator VP! 
 


